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victims are always extremely rich, and have come
by their wealth through exploitation or tax evasion
or cheating of some sort. Does that make the fraud
acceptable? Of course it doesn't, but it makes a good
story.

Presenter: I have to admit, I adore the series. And
what I love is the way the deceptions are set up.
There’s a lot of technology involved — and a huge
amount of hard work, and planning.

Carrie: Yes, first of all the gang has to find their
target and persuade him or her that there’s a lot

of money to be made by investing in some project.
When the target is hooked, the gang creates a
completely false environment to play out the fraud
— a virtual reality with Hollywood-type sets. Actors
are employed and briefed, and each person trained
in detail. The victim is drawn into this, and very
quickly relieved of his money. The scenario is so
convincing and the victim so focussed on the million
or so dollars he thinks he’s going to make on his
investment, that he doesn’t ask questions.

Presenter: And before he knows it, the Hollywood
sets and his investment have vanished into thin air.
There’s a lot of psychology involved, isn’t there?

Carrie: Yes, especially the psychology of greed. This
is the department of the gang boss, Camilla. She
does research on the target, finds out his weaknesses,
and plans round those. Perhaps he’s desperate to

join a particularly exclusive golf club with a long
waiting list. Camilla persuades him she knows the
people who have influence in the club, and creates a
scenario where he can meet them. He so badly wants
this to be true, that he allows himself to be taken in.
And he’s nicely softened up for the real business of
taking his money off him.

Presenter: The gang plays on his vanity and his need
to be accepted in the smart world. It’s cruel, really,

Carrie: Yes, however much we enjoy their skill

and inventiveness, and laugh at the victim for his
stupidity, when it comes down to it, it’s an ugly
business. The people the gang steals from are nasty
pieces of work, but they're quite pathetic in a way,
and they don't only lose their money, they lose their
dignity. Another irony is that the gang never seems
to make a profit, and they don't have a particularly
luxurious lifestyle. Their expenses are huge - hiring
office suites, golf courses, technical equipment and
so on costs a fortune. They have to pull off one crime
in order to fund the next one. Perhaps they do it for
the excitement and the fun rather than the money.

Presenter: And the other thing that's so clever about
the series is that you manage to fool the audience as
well.

Carrie: Television audiences are very sophisticated.
We wouldn'’t keep them for long if they found

the storyline predictable, so we try to keep them
guessing. We don'’t show them all the preparations
that the gang make, but tease them with glimpses of
someone setting up a complicated communications
system, renting a glamorous venue, or rehearsing

a group of actors. Then finally, like the victim, the
audience is ushered into this incredible scene where
the crime is to take place, and all sorts of little tricks
are played, and nobody knows whether everything’s
going to work out or not, right up to the last minute.

Presenter: Well, I hope the gang manage to stay out
of jail long enough to make a few more series. Thank
you Carrie.
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Listening script, Part 1

Extract 1

You will hear part of an interview with Anita
Rutherford, a successful writer.

I: What do you find more difficult, — writing novels
or short stories?

Anita: Well, writing a novel is very time-consuming.
Just planning the structure can take forever

~ whereas with a short story — it could all be centred
around a single scene. But short stories have their
own challenges. There are few opportunities to
convey a character convincingly. To present a whole
person, you must very carefully select the words that
they speak. And new writers sometimes make the
mistake of describing physical appearance in great
detail. A single gesture can say far more about a
person

I: Anita, ybur latest novel is about a young girl trying
to fit into an alien culture. Was this based on your
childhood?

Anita: Well, the girl in the book, Ofelia, — it’s difficult
for her to adjust and she encounters all sorts of
prejudice. But it was relatively easy for me — there
was no language barrier for a start. I was more
inspired by a woman whose taxi I got into. We got
talking and I found out that she had been a doctor
before she emigrated. It got me thinking about the
issues migrants face when they come to our country.

Extract Two

You will hear two people talking about the
involvement of young people in crime.

Woman: So, what do you think caused you to take
up a life of crime?

Man: I wasn't from a bad home, if that’s what you
mean. Mum and Dad always did their best for us
when we were growing up. My mum thought I'd
follow my older brother and get a factory job, but I
couldn’t be bothered. Me and my mates — we started
off smashing up bus shelters and doing a bit of
tagging, you know, graffiti. I actually liked the risk
- you never knew if the police were already coming.
In retrospect, I believe it all came from the fact that
no-one had ever said no’ to me. I'd always done
whatever I wanted.

Woman: And then you moved on to burglary and
you soon ended up in prison.

Man: Yes, and I can tell you, when your cell door
closes, you feel hopeless. And I was angry with
myself. I swore I was never going to do anything
that would put me back inside. It was a long five
years — a complete waste of my life - although I'm
not saying I didn't deserve it. When you've got a
criminal record, it’s hard trying to get work but I just
couldn'’t bear the idea of going back there. I'm lucky
my family gave me a lot of support, and eventually T
turned my life around.

Extract Three

You will hear part of an interview with Jeanette
Macfie, a designer and owner of a fashion company in
Australia.

I: Jeanette, isn't it quite unusual for someone in the
fashion industry to be putting the environment first?

Jeanette: I think people believe it’s impossible to
change things because so much of our industry is
harmful to the planet. And I did, too, until my last
holiday. I'd bought this wooden deck chair for $10.99
— a ridiculously low price. And on the beach - the first
time we used it, it just fell apart. And I noticed many
other people had the same chair and were having the
same problem. Those chairs were just going to add to
the world’s rubbish mountains. It made me realize we
have to pay more for quality, durable products — and
also consider what we could do to make the company
more environmentally-friendly.

I: How easy has that been?

Jeanette: We couldn't have done it without hiring
an environmental consultant. Now we only use
recycled paper, energy-saving bulbs, and refillable
ink cartridges. 90% of our cotton and wool now
comes from within Australia — and we aim to make
that 100% very soon. But actually, our first step was
to stop buying cotton that had been sprayed with
pesticide. We found suppliers of organic cotton
instead. 25% of the world’s pesticide is ...
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Listening script, Part 2

Welcome to Eden. It's hard to believe that not so long
ago, this beautiful place was derelict and lifeless.

It had been a clay pit, supplying raw material for
making pottery. For centuries it exported clay to
countries all over the world. Then, when it was no
longer economical, it was abandoned.

It was chosen to be the location of the Eden

Project in the 1990s, and in just two years our team
transformed what had been a barren moonscape
into a luxuriant park. We transported 83,000 tonnes
of soil to the site; then we constructed what turned
out to be the world’s largest greenhouses, to create
micro-climates for plants from the tropics to the
deserts.

It was a massive undertaking. When the plants began
to arrive like moving forests, we wondered if we
could make such an ambitious dream into reality.

We had to create a protective environment for an
enormous quantity of plants over a huge area, and

as you'll see, we found an unconventional solution.
Each building is covered with a dome made up of
pillows, which are manufactured from a see-through
material and fixed onto a network of hexagonal steel
frames.

There are two domes, and there’s an educational
area. The tropical plants are in the bigger dome,
and I advise you to start your visit there. You climb
through groves of bamboo and giant palms, and see
streams that tumble downwards among huge fern-
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covered rocks. The humidity in this dome can be
exhausting and the paths are quite steep, so there’s
a cool rest room at the top, and seats at regular
intervals on the way up.

The second dome isn't so big, and here you can
experience the agriculture of the Mediterranean
and the warm temperate zones of South Africa
and California. This is poor, thin soil, a place for
thorny desert vegetation: also olives and vines and
cork trees, which look as if they've been there for
centuries. Outside the temperate dome there’s the
educational area, where you can see tea, coffee and
cocoa plants from India and South America.

There are plenty of kiosks selling snacks. And in
the covered corridor linking the two domes there’s
a cafe, with a meeting place nearby — useful to
know about if you get separated from your party.
If you want to buy souvenirs, there’s a shop in the
visitor centre next to the car park.

It's quite a long way from the visitor centre to the
main entrance, and cars or bicycles aren’t allowed

in the grounds. If you don't feel like going on foot,
there’s a land-train that'll take you down the hill. The
walk to the main entrance takes ten minutes, and on
your way down you can enjoy sculptures — not made
of stone or wood, but created from recycled rubbish,
grass and other unusual materials.

So, once again welcome. And enjoy your day.

Part 3
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Listening script, Part 3

Presenter: In 1954 Roger Bannister, an amateur
athlete, ran one mile in a record-breaking four
minutes. Tim Campbell, a sports historian, is here in
the studio to talk about this epic achievement. Tim,
Bannister was 25 when he made his attempt on the
4-minute mile, which is not young for an amateur
athlete.

Tim Campbell: That’s right, but he expected the
summer of 1954 to be his last competitive season,
so he probably wasn't going to get another chance
to go for the record. Also, it was going to be a big
year for athletics with two major international
events, and this was a perfect environment for
creating new records. Everyone wanted the 4-
minute barrier to be smashed, and Bannister felt he
was the one to do it.

Presenter: But he knew he couldn’t do it alone
— he'd need a lot of help. How did he prepare for
the attempt?

Tim Campbell: Up to that point he'd done all his
training alone, and raced alone. I mean, normally
in a big competition a runner would race as part of
a team. But Bannister preferred to do everything
on his own. Then, in the winter of 1953, that all
changed ~ perhaps he’d mellowed a bit. Anyway,

he spent every lunchtime training with a group of
runners on a track near his work, and two other
athletes, who were going to support him in his
attempt on the record, joined him at weekends for
longer training sessions. In December 1953 the
three runners developed a new intensive course and
over the next three months managed to increase

their speed. By April, a month before the first

race, they were making good progress, but still not
reaching their target. However hard they tried they
just weren'’t quite fast enough. They were stuck, and
the training wasn't helping any more.

Presenter: So what did they do? Did they give
themselves a holiday?

Tim Campbell: Yes, but they did something rather
stupid, on the face of it. Bannister and one of the
other runners went to Scotland for a few days'
climbing. This probably did them more harm than
good physically because they did hard climbs, using
the wrong muscles. Then there was an accident, one
of them fell, and though neither of them was hurt,
they suddenly realized what risks they were taking,
and thought they'd better go back. They hadn't slept
much, and they'd had pretty irregular meals, but the
amazing thing is, when they started training again,
their times were really good, better than they could
have hoped. I suppose all they needed was a change
and a bit of excitement.

Presenter: After that, did they decide when to try for
the 4-minute mile?

Tim Campbell: Yes, there was a major event taking
place in Oxford, on the evening of 6 May. It was a
race between two top amateur athletics teams, and
the first opportunity of the year to go for the record.
In April Bannister decided that that was when he'd
make the attempt. Poor Bannister, he got into an
awful state. I've read his memoirs and he says that
every night in the week before the race, when he was
trying to get to sleep, he saw himself at the starting
line, and his whole body would start trembling.
Then he'd start going over the race in his head. I can
imagine what it must have been like.

Presenter: But there were other problems, weren't
there?

Tim Campbell: Oh yes. The race was an outdoor
event, and the weather was terrible - strong winds,
rain. Bannister knew that if the wind didn’t drop,

the chances of success were practically nil. He says
in his memoirs that he travelled to Oxford early on
the day of the race, and when he went to look at the
track, the wind was almost gale force, bad enough

to slow him by a second a lap. It must have seemed
absolutely hopeless, but he didn'’t give up. When his
two fellow runners arrived in the afternoon, the wind
didn’t seem quite so bad, but then there was a shower
of rain. Can you imagine how nerve-wracking all that
must have been?

Presenter: The race must have been nail-biting, and
I suppose Bannister couldn’t make the final decision
whether to go for the record or not until the last
minute.

Tim Campbell: It's my opinion that Bannister had
made his mind up months before. He just didn’t
know how much he was going to have to do. It was
certain there’d be a big crowd of spectators, whatever
the weather, and that was important to him. He was
prepared for failure, and he believed that failure was
as exciting to watch as success, so long as the effort
was absolutely genuine. But I cannot imagine the
sort of mental agony an athlete like Bannister must
go through before he makes an effort of that sort of
magnitude. Miraculously, the wind died down just
before the race began; Bannister gave the signal for
his final decision, and the rest is history. The plan
that the three runners had made for the race went
like a dream, and Bannister crossed the finishing tape
in three minutes 59 seconds.
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Listening script, Part 4

Speaker 1

I've given speeches before, at farewell parties for my
employees and so on, but they were quite relaxed
affairs. This was different - my daughter’s wedding.
I wanted everything to be done properly and I put

a lot of time into working out what I would say.

So when it was my turn to stand up, I didn't feel
nervous - I was sure I would do a good job. I listened
to the other speakers — some were embarrassed at
being the centre of attention, others were emotional.
There were the usual funny stories about memories
and rather personal experiences. But they all said
lovely things about my daughter and it was an
occasion to remember.

Speaker 2

Conferences have their good points — it’s great
meeting a lot of people in your field of business. I
have a reputation for being a good speaker; and I
know my subject inside out, so I was asked to give
a presentation for my company at a conference
last week. I was half way through the talk, when
I suddenly felt really fed up - I just lost interest
in what I was saying. It was all old stuff, however
well I put it across, and I wondered what I was
doing there. I finished the presentation, everyone
applauded, and I went away wondering how on
earth I was going to get my enthusiasm back.

Speaker 3

I lecture on health and fitness — usually to sports
clubs, but recently I was asked to talk to some
school children. I'm very keen on what I do,

so I was enthusiastic about this opportunity. I

got together some great visuals, and videos of a
brilliant series they'd done on television, and spent
two days going round the classes at the school. The
kids were very responsive and came up with some
interesting ideas and opinions. If they didn’t agree
with me, they let me know, and I had to work hard
to bring them round to my way of thinking. It was
as much a learning exercise for me as for them.

Speaker 4

This email came through - ‘Could I speak at a book
festival the next day? The scheduled speaker was
ill'. OK, I could do it, I was free. And I knew the
subject — a South-American novelist — because I
was doing research on him. But he was a difficult
and challenging writer and it was tough expecting
me to get a talk together in one day. Anyway, I
agreed to do it and went into the lecture hall feeling
very anxious in case I got something wrong. The
audience knew my situation and sympathized,

but I didn't want to embarrass myself by saying
something stupid. In the end I enjoyed it and didn't
do too badly.

Speaker 5

Politicians have to enjoy speaking in public. If you're
nervous, you can't do a good job. My first experience
of giving speeches was when T was training for
politics, and I was helping an older politician during
an election campaign. I didn’t like the man at first,
he seemed unfriendly. But then I had a surprise.
Just before a speech at an important business event
I got a sore throat - I could hardly speak, and I was
desperate. My colleague came round with stuff for
me to take, and told me how to cope, and helped me
relax. I managed the speech OK, which I couldn’t
have done without his help.
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